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Dear friends and members of Union Presbyterian Church, 

 
In the west, the magpie historically has re-
ceived pretty bad press. In Rome and Scan-
dinavia, the bird was at one time associated 
with magic and fortune telling. Witches 
were said to turn into magpies for quick 
travel. In Germany the magpie was once 
thought to be a bird of the underworld and 
in Scotland it was said that the bird had a 
drop of the devil’s blood on their tongues. 
In England, magpies were thought to bring 
bad luck. There were legends that the mag-
pie was the one bird that refused to enter 
Noah’s ark and the only bird that did not 
mourn at Jesus death. 
 
One legend about magpies that has persist-
ed in many circles even today is that the 
bird steals shiny things. There is actually a 
popular play and opera in France that tells 
of a servant facing the guillotine because 
she was convicted of stealing silverware. 
She is saved only when it turns out that the 
true thief was the homeowner’s pet magpie. 
Recent studies have shown that magpies are 
not any more likely to steal shiny items than other similar birds (crows, jays, and ra-
vens). But some studies do show that magpies may be drawn to shiny objects more 
often than the others. 
 
I believe that knowing all of this about the magpie, only makes the painting, 
“Between the 2 Thieves,” by Douglas Williamson, more fascinating. In his painting, 
Williamson depicts the two thieves on either side of Jesus’ cross as literal magpies. 
One “thief” is looking away from Jesus into the coming dark clouds while the other 
looks to the cross. What a powerful way to describe the difference between those 2 
thieves. 
 
A devotion I recently read from “Our Daily Bread” described the 3 men on the cross-
es that first Good Friday in an interesting way. The author wrote this about them: 
“One man died with guilt in him and on him. A second man died with guilt in him 
but not on him, The third died with guilt on him but not in him.” 
  

 
(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
One of the thieves on Jesus’ side died with guilt in him and on him. He died angry. As the devotion in “Our 
Daily Bread” explains we don’t really know why the thief was angry. He may have been angry for getting 
caught, angry for the sentence placed on him, angry at the people or system that let him down. But we do read 
in Luke, that he took that anger out on Jesus. Like the magpie in Williamson’s painting, the thief looked away 
from Jesus and into darkness at the end of his life. 
   
Jesus died with sin on him but not in him.  We believe that Jesus shouldered the guilt of the world thru the 
crucifixion. He was sinless (no sin in him), but the weight of the world’s sin was on him. 3 days later, he rose 
again and through him, all can be freed from sin.  
 
And that is why that second thief on the cross could be described as dying with sin in him but not on him. The 
second thief could have also ridiculed and insulted Jesus. But as darkness closed in he recognized that Jesus 
was not cut from the same cloth that he was (Luke 23: 39-43). We read that Jesus proclaimed from the cross 
that this thief would be joining him in heaven. The author of the devotion in Our Daily Bread writes that this 
“may be one of the 10 most important conversations ever recorded. Forgiveness of sins and eternal life is giv-
en to anyone who believes in Jesus. Nothing more. Nothing less. Faith alone in Christ alone determines our 
eternal destiny.” 
 
The second thief did not have time to fix anything in his life. He couldn’t suddenly become a better person. 
He couldn’t track down everyone he had stolen from or hurt and make amends. He died with sin in him but 
not on him. Why? You could say it was because this thief was like a magpie. He saw something shiny (Jesus ) 
and was drawn to it at the final hour. Maybe we could all be a little more like magpies. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor James 
 
Worship in April 

 
Continued Sermon Series for Lent: Flashes of God’s Glory 

April 3: Luke 13: 1-9, “Flashes of God’s Glory… Stinky Fertilizer” 
-Celebration of the Lord’s Supper; Fifth Sunday of Lent 

April 10: John 12: 12-36, “Flashes of God’s Glory…  A Dying Kernel” 
-Palm Sunday 

 
Easter Services 

April 17: 
 Sunrise Service: John 21: 1-15, “Around the Fire” 

Indoor Service: Matthew 28:1–8; Revelation 1:9–18, “The Best Last Word” 
-Resurrection of the Lord Sunday 

 
Lectionary Series on Revelation: Rehearsing for Heaven  

April 24: Revelation 1:4-8, “Rehearsing for Heaven… Made to be a Kingdom” 
May 1: Revelation 5:11-14, “Rehearsing for Heaven… Worthy is the Lamb” 

-Celebration of Lord’s Supper 
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DUE TO LOW COVID hospitalizations in our area, advances in treatment,  
and the results of the Congregational Worship Survey, the Session has made              
the following decision, effective immediately: 
• Wearing of masks is now optional for all events, programs and      

services held in the church building. 

• All social distancing restrictions in the Sanctuary have been         
removed. 

• The maximum occupancy restrictions set in place in the Fellowship 
Hall due to Covid are removed. 

• We will begin to use our church’s traditional bread as part of the  
      Communion services again. 
 

As voiced in the Congregational Worship Survey, the Clerk of   Session, Claire Cabral, and Pastor James will 
continue to monitor the hospitalizations due to Covid in our    region.  If that number begins to rise signifi-
cantly again, we may need to make masks mandatory for short periods of time in the future.   

 

If anyone desires to wear a mask because of personal preference or personal or family health concerns, we 
encourage you to do so. 

 

For the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, regular Communion bread and cups will be prepared by someone 
who is gloved and the bread for Communion will be put in individual cups like the juice.  For those who wish, 
there will still be prefilled Communion cups available. 

 

Congregational Meeting 

Please join us on Sunday, May 1, immediately following the worship service, for a 
Congregational Meeting.  During this meeting we will review the 2022 budget, giving 
time for any questions concerning the budget.  It will also serve as the annual meeting 
of the Trustees and Session will brief the congregation about some concerns they are 
seeing in the Presbytery. We invite you to stay for lunch in the Fellowship Hall       
following the meeting. 

 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

During Lent, we celebrate how God connects with us through Jesus’ resurrec-
tion and connects us with “those who have the least.”  That’s what One Great 
Hour of Sharing is all about. In his earthly ministry Jesus reached out to those 
who experienced oppression, need, loss or lack… and these are some of the 
people we are called to connect with today.   
 

One Great Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come 
together financially every year to work for a better world. This offering is re-
ceived on Easter Sunday and each gift helps improve the lives of the suffering 
and the vulnerable through life saving programs. 
 

Half of this year’s offering will go directly to Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance to help aid Ukrainian refugees, with the other half going toward disaster 
and hunger relief programs and to help the poor and oppressed. 
 

We invite you to join us in giving to those who are in desperate need. 
 

 

COVID-19 

UPDATE 
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Union’s Medical Mobility Assistance Program 

We want to remind you that we have a Medical Mobil-
ity Assistance Program at the church.  This program 
provides free equipment from our garage to anyone in 
our church or in the greater community in need.  The 
following items are available: 

32 Walkers 

4 Motorized mobility chairs 

1    Vehicle transport system for a motorized chair 

4 Hospital beds 

7 Bedside potties 

1 Transport wheelchair 

4 Regular wheelchairs 

5 Rolling walkers 

1 Up-walker 

3 Shower benches (transfer benches) 

4 Pairs of crutches 

 

This is also a place where you can donate gently used medical equipment that you no longer have use for! 

 

Union’s Prayer Walking Trails & Benches 

Our trail benches are on site and will be strategically placed in the very near future.  For 
the clearing of the property, the building of the benches, the naming of the trails and 
benches and to all the details that have gone into making this project possible, we want to 
say THANK YOU to all of you who have participated.  

 

The Happy Years fellowship wants to thank the Women of the Church for the special meal on March 16th.  
Happy Years had not met since February 2020, so it was wonderful for the ladies at Union to help us restart 
the meetings.  The food and decorations were great!  We want to thank each lady who was involved in the 
planning of this event, the food preparation and serving us.  All of these things made the Happy Years fellow-
ship feel special!   

With much appreciation and love from Happy Years! 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 
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Communion 

We invite you to join with us on Sunday April 3 as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper! 

 

Women’s Ministry 

On Sunday, April 3, the Women’s Council will meet at 11 AM, after the worship service. 

On Monday April 4, the Women’s Circles will meet: 

• The Golden Girls Circle will leave the church promptly at 10:30 AM to attend a presentation at Crisis As-
sistance Ministry (805 W Airline Ave, Gastonia, NC 28052 ).  After the presentation, the Ladies will go to 
Pita Wheel for lunch.  All of you are invited to participate! 

• The Soul Sisters will meet at 7 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Unused Gift Cards 

Have some unused or partially used gift cards?  Communication & Technology Committee hopes to put gift 
cards in our next batch of Community welcome bags.  If you have any gift cards that you would like to donate 
for the welcome bags, please put them in the basket on the Rotunda table.  Thank you!  

 

Hymnal Plus HT 400US 

Session has approved the purchase of  the Hymnal Plus HT 400US.  This will give us the ability to have con-
sistent worship music while we continue our search for a music director. The cost of this equipment is $3,000.  
If you would like to make a donation towards the Hymnal Plus, please contact Pastor James or the church of-
fice.    
 

Worship Assistants 

We are looking for worship assistants to assist in worship services with the Prayer of Illumination, Scripture 
Reading, Affirmation of Faith and the Offertory Prayer.  Examples of the prayers will be provided that can be 
used for the service.  Please contact Pastor James or the church office if you would be willing to assist.  Thank 
you. 

 

Youth Yard Sale & Sale of BBQ Pork Butts 

Saturday, April 30, come join us for the Youth Yard Sale.   You might find a treasure 
or two! !  If you have items you would still like to donate for the yard sale, please bring 
them to the Youth Building. 

The Men of the Church will also be selling BBQ pork butts on that day for $40 each.  If 
you would like to pre-purchase one or more, please place monies and order form in the black mail box at the 
Children’s Wing entrance or bring to the church office. 

 

Taking Part in the Journey 

Every other month, we are collecting different items to pack into the Christmas shoeboxes dis-
tributed by Samaritan's Purse.  In the month of April, we will be collecting clothing and acces-
sories (socks, shoes, flip-flops, hats, mittens, scarves, sunglasses, hair bows, friendship 
bracelets and little purses.) There will be baskets in the Rotunda area for the collection of 
these items. 
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PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER CALENDAR & CONCERNS 

 

 

FINANCIAL NEWS 
February 2022 

West Avenue 
P.O. Box 12662 
Gastonia, NC 
28052 

 
Westminster 
15 Overbrook Place 
Asheville, NC 28805 

 
Arbor Dale 
P. O. Box 235 
Banner Elk, NC 28604 

 
Asheville First 
40 Church Street 
Asheville NC 28801 
 

           February       Year to Date 
Revenue       $26,993                     $44,172 
Expenses        16,301                    - 37,727 
                       10,692                        6,445 
 
 
 

So you know what is happening with the        
finances of our Church, we plan to list unex-
pected expenditures that impact our financial 
picture.  During the month of January, the exte-
rior leak in the Sanctuary was repaired.  Total 
cost to date $6285. We give thanks to God for 
the good report for February – no unexpected 
expenditures and the increase in offerings.  
Please pray for our Church, Pastor James and 
our leaders as we work through the day to day 
operations of maintaining God’s House.   
 
 

Jason Morrison - Receiving Treasure 
Martha Simmons - Disbursing Treasurer 

 
 

• Honorably Retired Minister Gene Witherspoon shared that his 
wife, Barbara, fell recently and had to have hip surgery for a frac-
ture. She is doing well but tested positive for Covid-19. Remember 
Connie Button, minister member of Presbytery, as she recovers from 
hip replacement March 10th in Louisiana.  

• Nancy Rudisill, the caretaker at Lincolnton 1st, asked that we be in 
prayer for her niece, Ellen Heavner Wilson. She is 42 years old & has 
been in the hospital for 4 weeks with Covid-related issues. was put on 
a ventilator the weekend of March 5th.  
• Please be in prayer for the people of Ukraine as they live courage- 
ously but suffer needlessly in the midst of violence and war. Pray for 
a member of our Presbytery as well, Robert Gamble, who conducts a 
ministry in Ukraine for orphaned children as he makes his way back 
to the U.S. Pray that the conflict that rages may swiftly come to an 
end. And pray for leaders around the world, that they may be diligent 
in leading us all to peace, so that neither soldiers nor civilians suffer 
further for want of leadership grounded in God’s shalom. 

APRIL 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
Sunday 

9AM 
Sunday School 

10 AM 
Worship  

Sunday 

4 PM 
Union  
Youth  

&  
Kids of the  
Kingdom 

   
 

1 2   Church 
   Work Day 
  8 am - Noon 

 

3 COMMUNION 
 

11 AM 
Women’s 
Council & 

MOC 
 

2:30 PM 
SOC 

 

3:30 PM 

Parent/Youth 
Confirmation 
Class Meeting 

4  
10:30 AM 

Golden Girls 
(meet at 

church to go 
to CAM) 

 

7 PM 

Soul Sisters 

 

 

5 
 

     10 AM 
  Bible Study 

 
 

7 PM 
B & G 

 

6 7 
 
 

6 PM 
C & T 

(at church) 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 

 
 

After worship  
W & C 

 

2:30 PM 
W & S 

 

11 
 
 

12 
10 AM 

Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 

14  
7 PM 

Service 

 

 

15 
 
 

 
 

6 PM 
Begin at  

New Hope 

16   Easter 
      Egg Hunt 

    10 AM  

17 
 
 
 

 

18 19 
10 AM 

Bible Study 
 
 

20 21 
3 PM 

Finance 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 

2:30 PM 
Session 

25 26 
10 AM 

Bible Study 

27 28 29 30 

spon 
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April 10 Palm Sunday 

April 14 Maundy Thursday Service 

April 15  Good Friday Service (begin at New Hope) 

April16 Easter Egg Hunt 

April 17 Easter 

April 30 Youth Yard Sale 

Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Jieeun Ha  

Accompanist 

 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


