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Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church, 
 
I’ve recently begun preparing 
for an exciting new venture. 
This July, I am finally going to 
be able to have a Sabbatical (the 
one the Covid pandemic 
squashed 2 summers ago). It 
won’t be as big or as long as 
previous planned. But I am ex-
cited for a month of prayer, re-
flection, planning, and reading! 
The theme of my Sabbatical is 
going to be “The Church & C.S. 
Lewis.” I have a few books by 
and about C.S. Lewis that I have 
not had the chance to read 
(about 12 or so). I plan to do 
some journaling as I read Lewis 
to reflect specifically on what a 
Lewis-informed “church” might 
look like. I want to be able to 
explore other churches nearby to 
see how they “do” church  
differently than we do at Union 
as well. I’m looking forward to July very much! 
 
In preparation for this “mini-sabbatical,” I have begun re-reading all the C.S. Lewis 
books that I have read before. One of the first books I’ve picked up again after many 
years is “The Four Loves” I don’t think I’ve looked at the book since High School. I 
remembered it being mostly about the four ways “love” is described in Greek and 
Scripture (storge or affectionate love,  phileo or friendship love, eros or romantic 
love, and agape or divine love). It seemed like a good book to start with. Becuase  
Mother’s Day is just around the corner, reflecting on different ways of loving others 
made good sense. 
 
But like as is often the case often with C.S. Lewis, I’ve been surprised at how much 
“good stuff” is jammed into one small book! Even in the first chapter I was surprised 
at the strong case Lewis makes by demonstrating how saying God is love… is not the 
same thing as saying that love is God. This is not necessarily what one might expect. 
We’ve all seen many math formulas. If 3+2= 5 then it just makes sense that 5 =3+2. 
Lewis writes that this does not work the same with love and God… mostly because 
the way God loves us and we love him look so different from each other. 
 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
God loves us in what Lewis refers to as a “gift-love” sort of way. His love is selfless, pure, and noble. His love is a 
gift of grace. He does not need our love. He doesn’t need to give us his love. But he give it anyway. God gives us life 
and breath, forgiveness and salvation. Why? Just because he loves us. He does it simply because as 1 John 4:16 tells 
us, “God is love.” 
 
Lewis writes that our love for God looks completely different. We love God, more like how a frightened child clings 
to their mother’s arms. It is a “need-based love.” We need forgiveness. We need help in difficult times. We need sal-
vation. We need our problem of sin fixed. Growing in faith isn’t about Christians learning how to rely on God less, 
but rather growing at relying on God more. Lewis writes that walking with God might help us to love others more 
like God loves. But the foundation of our love for God will always be based on need. 
 
Not only that, but when we try to love the things of this world too much like God loves us, human beings have a ten-
dency to try and make those things we love into “gods.” We all know someone who fell head-over-heels-in-love with 
some boy or girl and this object of their affection became their everything. That love ended up demanding their total 
commitment, all their time, and effected nearly every other thing they do. Their love became elevated to “god.” We 
can all do that same thing with the love we have for our families, for pursuing power or control, or with our love of a 
certain place or thing. We all can elevate our loves to a height that ultimately makes them an idol. 
 
God is love. But for us, our loves can sometimes come from God but can also sometimes become a god that replaces 
God. In his blog, pastor Ryan McCoskey, writes that the problem with saying that “Love is god,” is that it puts love 
above God. When we do this, when we use our experiences, books, movies, and feelings to create an ideal definition 
of love, and then go to Scripture, it is very possible to think, “Huh, in this passage God doesn’t seem like the ‘loving 
god’ I know.” Isn’t this really just us saying, “Huh, God in the passage doesn’t seem like the definition of love I’ve 
created for myself.” But McCoskey writes,  

God is love. He is the concrete reality from which love flows, He defines it. He is it… Love is one of His 
qualities. To know love, we must know the God of the Bible. And if He seems to contradict our definition of 
love, we must revise our definition- not Him.”  

 
Maybe in real life we are left with a choice. Maybe in life we can believe God is love or that love is our god. Maybe 
it’s one or the other not both. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor James  

 
 
Worship in May 
During the month of May, we invite you to join us for a lectionary-based sermon series tied to Scripture passages 
from the book of Revelation. Join us as we explore how our actions each day, might actually be ways we are  
rehearing for Heaven! 
 

Lectionary Series on Revelation: Rehearsing for Heaven 
 

May 1: Revelation 5:11-14, “Rehearsing for Heaven… Worthy is the Lamb” 
-Celebration of Lord’s Supper 

May 8: Revelation 7:9-17, “Rehearsing for Heaven… White Robes” 
-Mother’s Day 

May 15: Revelation 21: 1-6, “Rehearsing for Heaven… Home Where the Heart Is” 
May 22: Youth Sunday 

-Celebration of our Graduates 
May 29: Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5, “Rehearsing for Heaven… No Church Everywhere!” 
June 5: Revelation 22:12-21, “Rehearsing for Heaven… Come” 

-Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 



UNION NEWS May 2022 PAGE 3 

 

 

Congregational Meeting 

Please join us on Sunday, May 1, immediately following the worship service, for a Congregational Meeting.  
During this meeting we will review the 2022 budget, giving time for any questions concerning the budget.  It 
will also serve as the annual meeting of the Trustees and Session will brief the congregation about some con-
cerns they are seeing in the Presbytery. We invite you to stay for lunch in the Fellowship Hall following the 
meeting. 

 

During the month of May, Session will also be provid-
ing an opportunity for individuals to dive deeper into 
what the Bible teaches on some of the concerns brought 
up in the congregational meeting. The sessions are on 
Sunday evenings at 6 pm in the Fellowship hall. Each 
session will be on a different  topic we can explore to-
gether. 

May 15 Worship 

May 22 Christ, sin & salvation 

May 29 Gender & Sexual Identity  

There will also be time left open during each meeting 
for discussion and conversation about the concerns    
expressed.  We hope you will join us in this time of   
fellowship, education and discussion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
To those who donated items, the youth and the adults who 
helped organize, set up and sell at the Yard Sale, we want to 
THANK YOU!   
 
To all of you who came out and purchased “treasures” in sup-
port of our Youth Ministry, we want to THANK YOU! 
 

To all who helped in the Boston Butt Fundraiser to promote and 
work at the sale, we want to THANK YOU!   
 
To all of you who purchased the Boston Butts to help the Men 
of the Church in their outreach programs to the community, we 
want to THANK YOU!.   

 
 
There was a lot of planning and hard work that went into these ministries and WE DO APPRECIATE ALL 
OF YOU! 
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As part of Youth Sunday on May 22 we will be              
celebrating with our graduates during the 10 AM worship 
service! We definitely don’t want to miss a single        
graduate! If you are graduating from High School, college 
or any other job preparation program, you can scan the QR 
code below and complete the google form so we can be 
prepared to recognize you on Sunday. We hope that all of 
those who are graduating will  be at church 
on May 22 and will wear their cap and 
gown if possible.  We are so excited to cel-
ebrate with you!  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Jennifer Nelson. 

 

 

You are Invited! 

Maddie and family invite you all to here graduation celebration! 
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Women’s Ministry 

On Sunday, May 1, the Women’s Council will meet at after the Congregational Meeting for a few minutes 
before the luncheon. 

On Monday May 2, the Women’s Circles will meet.  If you are a lady and would like to be a part of the fel-
lowship with others, please join us for one or both of these circle meetings. 

• The Golden Girls Circle will meet at 11 AM in the Fellowship Hall for a Bible study, business and lunch. 

• The Soul Sisters will meet at 7 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

We invite you to join us as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper on Sunday, 
May 1, at 10 AM. 

 

Unused Gift Cards 

Have some unused or partially used gift cards?  Communication & Technology Committee hopes to put gift 
cards in our next batch of Community welcome bags.  If you have any gift cards that you would like to donate 
for the welcome bags, please put them in the basket on the Rotunda table.  Thank you!  

 

The Happy Years Fellowship 

Happy Years will be meeting on Wednesday, May 18 for lunch.  The meal will be baked spaghetti, salad, 
bread, dessert, and drinks.  Please join us for good food and fun fellowship no matter what age you are.     

 
Women’s Birthday Luncheon 

All are invited (men & women) to the annual Women of the Church Birthday Celebration.  
We will be celebrating with a luncheon immediately following the worship service on Sun-
day, May 15.  The menu will be ham, green beans, mac & cheese, oriental coleslaw and des-
serts.  They will be honoring a very special lady with a life time membership to the WOC.  
There will be a an opportunity for you to give a birthday offering for the WOC.  We hope you 
will join us! 

 
 
 

Keep a look out! The Loaves and Fishes Store is 
opening up again for business this May.  The food 
and money received will be given the Crisis            
Assistance Ministry whose mission is to provide    
assistance and advocacy for people in financial crisis, 
helping them move toward self-sufficiency.  CAM’s 
vision is to inspire our community to justice and   
generosity as they provide help, hope, and                 
understanding to people struggling with limited       
financial resources.  

WOC 
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FINANCIAL NEWS 
March 2022 

Banner Elk 
P.O. Box 158 
Banner Elk, NC 28604 
 

Belmont First 
P.O. Box 1 
Belmont, NC 28012 
 

Bessemer City First 
P.O. Box 365 
Bessemer City, NC 28016 
 

Black Mountain 
P.O. Box 39 
Black Mountain, NC 28711 
 

Brevard-Davidson River  
249 East Main Street 
Brevard, NC 28712 
 

            March       Year to Date 
 

Revenue        $21,213                $65,386 
Expenses 18,084       55,812 
                          3,129                    9,574 
 
 

So you know what is happening with the 
finances of our Church, we plan to list  

unexpected expenditures that impact our  
financial picture.  During the month of January, 
the exterior leak in the Sanctuary was repaired.  

Total cost to date $6285.  
 
Another good report for March – no unexpected 

expenditures and an increase in offerings.  
Thanks be to God! Please pray for our Church, 

Pastor James and our leaders as we work 
through the day to day operations of  

maintaining God’s House.   
 

Jason Morrison - Receiving Treasure 
Martha Simmons - Disbursing Treasurer 

 

• Pray for Betty and Charles Davenport as Charles recovers from the 
successful placement of two stents in the arteries leading to his heart. 

• Prayers are appreciated for Jane Vann, Retired CCE and a member 
of several PWNC committees, as she recovers from heart valve re-
placement surgery on March 25. 

• Hold Ronnie Puckett, husband of PWNC staff member Marcia 
Puckett, in prayer as he continues a more aggressive chemo and immu-
notherapy treatment for his cancer. The scan report Ronnie received on 
April 4th, showed a good response to treatment. He'll have another 
scan in three months, so continue to pray that the chemo and immuno-
therapy will do its job!  

• Continue to remember our General Presbyter, Byron Wade, as he 
has returned to work following surgery in February for prostate cancer. 
Byron is slowly regaining his energy and will be working limited hours 
for the time being. 

• Please lift Linda Everhardt, an elder and church secretary at Fair-
view Presbyterian, in prayer as she has been diagnosed with cancer. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
1 
   Communion 
 

Congregatioal 
Meeting 
Lunch 

 

11 AM 
Women’s Council 

MOC 
 

2:30 PM  
SOC 

 

4 PM 
Confirmation Class 

 

4 PM 
W & S 

2 
 

Ladies Circles 
 

11 AM 
Golden Girls 

 
7 PM 

Soul Sisters 

3 
 

10 AM 
  Bible Study 

4 5 
 
 
 
 

6 PM 
C & T 

6 7  

 

8    Happy 

Mother’s Day! 
 

8 AM 
W & C 

 
 

9 
 

 

10  10 AM 

  Bible Study 
 

6 PM 
B & G 

11 12 
3 PM 

Finance 

 

13 14 
 

15 Women’s 

Luncheon 

 

2:30 PM 
Session 

 

4 PM 
Confirmation Class 

 

6 PM 
Education & 
Discussion 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

12 PM 
Happy Year 

 
 
 

19 
 

 

 

 

20 
 
 

 
 

 

21   

22  Youth & 

 Graduation 
Sunday 

 

4 PM 
Confirmation Class 

 

6 PM 
Education & 
Discussion 

23 24 
10 AM 

Bible Study 
 

 

25 26 

 

27 
 

28 
 

29    4 PM 

Confirmation Class 
 

6 PM 
Education & 
Discussion 

30 31 
10 AM 

Bible Study 

 Sunday 

9AM 
Sunday 
School 
10 AM 

Worship  

Sunday 

4 PM 
Confirmation 

Class 

Sunday  

 

4 PM 
Kids of the  
Kingdom 

 

 

PASTOR ON STUDY LEAVE 
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May 15 Women of the Church Birthday Celebration 

May 22 Youth & Graduation Sunday 

June 20-25 Vacation Bible School 

 

Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Jieeun Ha  

Accompanist 

 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


